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The Structure of a British Army Division
This chart shows the structure of a typical British Army infantry Division of the Great
War. There were several changes during the war, notably to the organisation of the
machine gun and artillery units. In 1918 the number of battalions per Brigade was reduced
to three, the fourth battalion being disbanded (see the ‘profiles’ of the 7th and 11th
Battalions).
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BRIGADEBRIGADE BRIGADE

Battalion

Company

Platoon

Section

c. 18,000 men
Commander: Major General

c. 4,000 men
Commander:
Brigadier General

c. 800 men
Commander: Lieutenant Colonel

c. 200 men
Commander: Major + a Captain

c. 40 men
Commander:
2nd Lieutenant
+ a Sergeant

8 - 10 men
Commander: Corporal

In addition to the infantry units shown above the Division would have included
detachments of Royal Engineers, Royal Army Medical Corps, Signals & Transport Troops
as well as three Brigades of the Royal Field Artillery.


